
The Publican’s Daughter
a novel

By
Lindy Warrell







Acacia cambegie 
Image from South Australian 
Seed Conservation Centre









Moving out of High Rise into Prahran creatively and sociallyRecovering from broken life – Learning to enjoy female 
company

Ruby becomes artist and mentor teaching the poor

Ruby 
arrives -
safety

New place 
and People

Lance Tom Misha

Art Classes
Distraction

Misha dies

Esther 
mentors 
Ruby

Background/setting/cast + 
problems/men & addiction

From joy at new life to Isolation and 
loneliness

Ruby discovers her neediness is 
addiction just like those of the men in 
her life – DOES SHE STAY OR LEAVE NO 
25?  

Gaye and 
Danny

Paula 
commits 
suicide –
Ruby 
becomes 
close to 
Gaye

Roo is run 
over (dog’s 
life span in 
sync –
throws her 
back to the 
old girls 
and Esther

Ruby recognises
her lingering 
obsessions from 
Lance/Misha

Meditation 
with Paula 
mentoring 
Paula and 
Gaye

Meditation and art dominate for Ruby 
but it is up and down as everything she 
has is taken away…

Realisation and 
Belonging

Ruby’s 
health and 
ageing to 
the fore –
throws 
herself 
into her 
art – for 
Misha!

Ruby Wins 
art prize

ACT I

ACT II

ACT III

Darwin revisited 
– as artist in 
residence

A monk at 
Darwin’s temple sets 
her straight

Brings back 
ghosts but 
not sure 
where to liveConfusion?

Esther & old 
girls carry 
Ruby through.

Obsession grows for 
art and writing but 
sense of belonging 
lost to status

As each character comes to the fore
their story unfolds, even for minor characters
In day to day High Rise Living…

Ruby 
throws 
herself
Into 
meditati
on, 
meets
outside 
people

Gaye fails at creating community 

Gaye tries to create  community

Paula’s dog 
dies
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